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has consented to license for public performance Mrs. Elsie
Schauffler's play about ParnelL The Lord Chamberlain agreed
to raise the ban on the play provided that members of the
O'Shea family would raise no objection, and would agree to
certain alterations in the play.
BIG BEN STOPS
A painter at work in Big Ben left his ladder in the works,
which caused the clock to stop for three-quarters of an hour
this morning.
CIRCUS LIONS ESCAPE
Four lions escaped from their cage in Chapman's Travelling
Circus at Braintree. Two were caught immediately. The other
two ran off through an orchard. One killed two fowls at the back
of a bungalow and then approached the back door. The house-
holder shooed the lion away and shut the door in its face. It then
called next door, and jumped through the kitchen window,
breaking a pane of glass. An invalid woman screamed and ran
upstairs. Circus attendants and police surrounded the house,
placed a cage outside the door, and the lion entered without
trouble. The other was caught in the same way. The owner of
the circus said the lions were quietly disposed, and would give
their performance in the afternoon in the usual way.
Thursday 24                                                                SPAIN
Insurgent leaders, including Generals Franco and Mola, held
a conference at Salamanca fo plan the encirclement of Madrid
and the relief of the few defenders remaining in the cellars of the
Alcazar in Toledo. Government forces have opened the
Alberche dam and flooded the valley of the Tagus to cut off the
advance of Colonel Yagtie's column, and to destroy insurgent
supply dumps which -air observers had seen along the banks.
The insurgent ultimatum for Bilbao to surrender expires to-
morrow, and an attack on the town is expected to begin directly
afterwards. Meanwhile the International Red Cross are
struggling to gai/h the release of the hostages held by the
Government. There are about 4,000 in ships anchored off the
coast where the insurgents are likely to bombard. They are not
badly treated, but provisions are running short.
THE INCIDENT IN SHANGHAI
Excitement in the Hongkew district has calmed down. The
streets are/crowded with Chinese visiting the scene where the
Japanese .'naval officials attended a conference on board the
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